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that in 1850 the choice was between compromise
and secession; that the events of 1861 showed
that the South, in 1850, was not talking for mer&
effect; that the maintenance of the Union was the
paramount consideration of a patriotic statesman;
and that the only practicable and proper course
was to compromise. Admitting fully that Mr.
Webster's first and highest duty was to preserve
the Union, it is perfectly clear now, when all these
events have passed into history, that he took the
surest way to make civil war inevitable, and that
the position of 1832 should not have been aban-
doned. In the first place, the choice was not con-
fined to compromise or secession. The President,
the official head of the Whig party, had recom-
mended the admission of California, as the only
matter actually requiring immediate settlement,
and that the other questions growing out of the
new territories should be dealt with as they arose.
Mr. Curtis, Mr. Webster's biographer, says this
was an impracticable plan, because peace could
not be kept between New Mexico and Texas, and
because there was great excitement about the
slavery question throughout the country. These
seem very insufficient reasons, and only the first;
has any practical bearing on the matter. Gen-
eral Taylor said: Admit California, for that is an
Immediate and pressing duty, and I will see to it
that peace is preserved on the Texan boundary.
Zachary Taylor may not have been a great states-